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Since its founding, the heart 
of Houston has faced its 
challenges and celebrated 
its triumphs. One backward 
glance and 2020 is such a 
year characterized by many 
of both.

DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

168,618
jobs

1.84
square miles

Downtown Houston Overview

We saw the gleaming Bank of America Center com-
pleted, magnificent new hotels open such as the C. 
Baldwin and the historic Cambria and the reimagining 
of Bagby Street commence which runs past the front 
lawn and fountains of our City Hall.

But we also encountered social justice debates, 
economic hardships and an energy crash to boot. A 
world-wide pandemic no one expected hit us quickly 
with outcomes that we know will continue to impact us 
for some time to come. 

With that being said, we believe in our future. We 
see resilience in the face of adversity, new openness to 
the experiences of others and tremendous innovation 
by business owners—both large and small—as they 
find success despite today’s challenges.  

And as we safely come back, we will once again 
see our office lobbies abuzz, our coffee houses full of 
rich aromas and lively chatter, our concert halls shin-
ing and our sports teams winning. Downtown hotels 
will glitter with celebration and our conference rooms 
and convention center will host important business 
meetings and global gatherings. Houston has always 
been a city of can-do and what-if. We endeavor, we 
pioneer, we progress.
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Key Facts
LIVING

HOSPITALITY, TOURISM,  
CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

OFFICE MARKET & EMPLOYMENT

TRANSIT

RESTAURANTS & RETAIL

Retailers 400+

Greater Downtown (2 mile radius)

Downtown Core

Household Population 68,756

Residents with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 51%

Residential Units 6,279

Housing Units Under Construction & Planned 1,773

Average Class A Monthly Rental Rate $2,140

Average Home Sale Price $364,335

Transit Score 99

Bike Score 83

Walk Score 92

Schools & Universities 8

Higher Education Enrollment 16,799 Office Square Footage 51.4 million

Class A Inventory 69%

Office Occupancy (Class A) 79.30%

Gross Asking Rent Per SF (Class A) $39.79

Innovation hubs, Co-working &  
Collaborative Spaces (SF)

512,603

Fortune 500 Companies (total) 20

Fortune 500 Companies (Headquarters) 10

Total Wage & Salary Jobs (2019) 168,618

Hotel Rooms 8,228

Hotel Room Occupancy 
(YTD January–June 2020 and 65% in 2019)

31%

Average Daily Room Rate $192

Revenue per available room (RevPAR) 
(YTD January–June 2020 and $121 in 2019)

$59

Theatre District Seating Capacity 13,000

Theater Performance Attendance 800,000

Convention Center Attendance 700,000

Convention Square Footage 1.9 million

Major Sports/Concert Venue Capacity 150,000

Annual Houston Airports Passenger Traffic

2018 58 million

2019 59.7 million

Average Weekday Metro Transit Ridership  
(Bus & Light Rail)

84,165

DOWNTOWN   OVERVIEW

486%
20-YEAR POPULATION GROWTH
2000 2,085
2010 3,021
2020 10,142 2000 2010 2020

Source is email from Jim Archer (james.archer@ridemetro.org)
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DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

Downtown Living

Downtown residents are located at the 
epicenter of activity, steps away from 
Houston’s best entertainment, dining and 
award-winning park spaces.

With nearly 6,300 residential and 
multifamily units, nearly 1,200 under 
construction, and another 579 planned, 
residents have a variety of options to 
call home, ranging from historical to 
contemporary, mid to high-rise luxury 
apartments and condos to quirky lofts. 
Downtown has experienced exponential 
growth in residential development and 
continues to attract significant invest-
ments due to market demand. 

The most recent project expected to 
be completed includes 271 units within 
the Camden Downtown which opened 
in early-March. Other projects now under 

construction include the mid-rise multi-
family project, The Regalia at the Ballpark, 
containing 229 units, and the luxury 
46-story high rise developed by Hines, 
The Preston, which will be Downtown 
Houston’s tallest residential building 
featuring 373 units set for completion in 
2022. Most recently, ground was broken 
this summer on a 43-story apartment 
tower to be located at 808 Crawford St., 
adjacent to Discovery Green, expected 
to also deliver in 2022. The tower will 
include 309 multifamily units includ-
ing 16 two-story townhome-style units 
and four two-story penthouses. This 

QUICK FACTS 

Greater Downtown
(2-mile radius)

68,756
Household Population

51%
 Percent Bachelor’s 
Degree  or Higher

Downtown Core 

10,142
Household Population

6,279
Housing Units Occupied

1,773
 Housing Units Under  
Construction/Planned 

$2,140
Average Apartment Rental Rate

$2.35 
Rental Rate ($/SF/Month)

99 
Transit Score

83 
Bike Score

92
 Walk Score

Discovery Green



downtowndistrict.org  |  2020 6

project will be Downtown’s only luxury 
high-rise offering direct access to 
Downtown Houston’s 6.5-mile skywalk/ 
tunnel system.

Downtown attracts a variety of family 
households, from young professionals 
and ex-suburbanite empty nesters, to 
small families and students in search 
of a vibrant urban lifestyle, and those 
seeking proximity to their jobs, pedes-
trian-friendly lifestyles and quality-of-life 
amenities. Downtown’s central location 
and well-developed public transit system 
provide easy access to top employers 
and businesses, the city’s major airports 
and sports and entertainment venues. 
Downtown’s walkability—with a score 
of 92 making it the Houston region’s 
highest—means that residents are only 
minutes away from dining at more than 
400 of their favorite restaurants, attend-
ing a concert at nine major performing 
arts venues or sports events at Minute 
Maid Park and Toyota Center. Residents 

enjoy the Downtown tranquil setting 
provided by more than 10 parks includ-
ing the newly transformed Buffalo Bayou 
Park and Discovery Green—named one 
of America’s Great Places 2019 by the 
American Planning Association—with 
another neighborhood park under con-
struction located on the 1500 block of 
Fannin Street set to open late fall of 2021.

Complemented by a robust pedes-
trian infrastructure including bike lanes 
and sidewalks, make for a green com-
munity where individuals and families 
can enjoy a high quality of life and work. 
Hike, bike or kayak along Buffalo Bayou; 
attend a fitness class at Discovery 
Green or play Bingo at Market Square 
Park; enjoy Downtown’s giant holiday 
block party, Thing-A-Ma-Jingle on Main 
Street, or watch a Broadway show, 
ballet production or jazz concert in the 
Theater District. Residents never have a 
dull moment.

Downtown’s robust 
walkability score means 
residents are only 
minutes away from 
dining at their favorite 
restaurant, attending a 
concert or sports event, 
or taking their dog for a 
walk in the park.

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

Camden Downtown
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Downtown’s two mile radius has a young population; 

48% of the population is between 25-44 years-old.

Demographics Greater Downtown (2 mile radius)

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

78,965
Total Population 

57%
Family Households

34
Median Age 

68,756
Household  
Population 

36%
Household  
Population  Growth 
2000–2019

9,856 
Number of Children 
 [0–18 years]

32,898
Number of  
Households

2.09
Average 

Household Size

41%
Millennials 
 [22–39 years]
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POPULATION BY AGE Under 5 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 14 years

15 to 17 years

18 to 24 years

25 to 34 years

35 to 44 years

45 to 54 years

55 to 64 years

65 to 74 years

75 to 84 years 

85+ years

29%

2%

4%

3%

5%

8%

19%

11%

9%

7%

2%

1%

POPULATION BY SEX POPULATION BY RACE

Female

Male

44%

56%

White

Hispanic/Latino

Black/African

Asian

Two or more races 

Other Race

American Indian/Alaskan

Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Islander

31.8%

39.2%

21.8%

5.1%
1.8% .4% .1% .3%

Demographics Greater Downtown (2 mile radius)

DOWNTOWN   LIVING
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Income & Education  
Greater Downtown (2-mile radius)

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

$105,175
Average Household Income
With a difference of nearly $25,000, Downtown 
households have significantly higher average 
income levels than households in the City of 
Houston, which average $81,217 and the U.S. 
average of $82,416 annually.

64%
Household Income > $50,000
Compared to 51% of households in the City 
of Houston, almost two-thirds of Downtown 
households have annual incomes exceeding 
$50,000. 51% of Downtown households have 
incomes of $75,000 or more, compared to 
32% in Houston and the U.S. average of 41%.

$364,335
Average Home Price
Home prices in the Downtown core average 
$365,335 or $192 per SF compared to $249,900 
or $114 per SF in the City of Houston.

$2.35
Average Rent per Square Feet 
Rental rates in the Downtown core average 
$2,140 or $2.35 per SF compared to $1,056  
or $1.20 per SF in the City of Houston.

72.9%
Some College Degree or Higher
More then two in three adults Downtown 
have completed some college (including an 
associate’s degree) or hold a bachelor’s degree 
or higher, compared to 53% in all of Houston and 
the national average of 59%. 

51%
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 
More than half of Downtown residents hold 
a bachelor’s degree or higher, compared to 
29% in the City of Houston and 27% in the U.S.
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HOUSING TENURE HOUSEHOLD INCOME

HOUSING UNITS – OCCUPANCY RATE EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Vacant

Occupied

11%

89%

Renter Occupied

Owner Occupied

31%

69%

$200,000 or higher

$125,000 – $199,000

$75,000 – $124,999

$50,000 – $74,999

Less than $49,999

12%

15%

21%

13%

39%

Master’s degree or higher

Bachelor’s degree

Some college/Associate

High School or less

Bachelor’s degree or higher 51%

23%

28%

21%

28%

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

Income & Education  
Greater Downtown (2 mile radius)
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Demographics Downtown Core

Demographics 3-Mile Radius

Demographics 5-Mile Radius

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

11,787 
Total Population

6,278
Number of Households

10,142*
Household Population

1.93
Average Household Size

163,754
Total Population

74,216
Number of Households

148,710
Household Population

2.27
Average Household Size

401,041
Total Population

166,078
Number of Households

377,204
Household Population

2.44
Average Household Size

* HDMD Estimate
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Residences Downtown

PROPERTY  
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION) UNITS

PROPERTY (PLANNED) UNITS

PROPERTY (EXISTING) PROPERTY (EXISTING)

110 Milam 1

1414 Texas Downtown 285

1711 Caroline 220

500 Crawford 400

ARIS Market Square 274

Bayou Lofts 108

Beaconsfield Condos 18

Block 334 207

Byrd’s Lofts 5

Camden Downtown 271

Capitol Lofts 37

Catalyst 361

CityView Lofts 57

Commerce Towers 132

Dakota Lofts 53

DeGeorge at Union Station (Veteran Housing) 99

Eighteen25 242

Eller Wagon Works 32

Foley Building 2

Four Seasons Condominium 104

Franklin Lofts 62

Hermann Lofts 33

Houston House Apartments 394

Keystone Lofts 31

Kirby Lofts on Main 65

Market Square Tower 463

Marlowe 100

UNITS UNITS

1810 Main – Fairfield Residential 286

Block 98 – Trammell Crow Residential 309

Regalia at the Park 229

The Preston 373

Block 114—Marquette Companies 304

Block 346—Camden 275

DOWNTOWN   LIVING

National Cash Register Building 1

New Hope Housing—1414 Congress 57

One Park Place 346

The Peacock and Plaza Court Apartments 32

Marquis Lofts on Sabine 198

San Jacinto Lofts 16

SkyHouse Houston 336

SkyHouse Main 336

St. Germain Lofts & Condos 109

Tennison Lofts 39

The Hamilton 149

The Rice 312

The Star 286

White Oak Bayou Lofts 12
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Office Market & Employment

A Downtown Houston address positions 
businesses in the epicenter of innovation—
home to local, regional and multinational 
companies and industry leaders in energy, 
finance and professional services.

As one of the 10 leading U.S. central 
business districts and Houston’s largest, 
Downtown accounts for more than 25 
percent of the greater region’s Class A 
premier office space

A principal contributor to Greater 
Houston’s economy, Downtown’s 
4,600-plus businesses employ nearly 
170,000 full time payrolls housed in over 
51 million square feet of office space, 
distributed across several of Houston’s 
most iconic historic and modern office 
buildings. From street level to skyline, 
Downtown Houston had a strong year 
during 2019 with such highlights as the 
completion of the 35-story Class A Bank 
of America Tower in June in addition to 
Brookfield Properties, Downtown’s larg-
est office building owner, announcing in 
October an extensive renovation of its 
53-story Heritage Plaza so that by year-
end, more than 12.6 million square feet 
of office space was under renovation 

throughout 13 buildings, including both 
Allen and Houston Center campuses. 
Office renovation projects ongoing 
during 2020 and over the next two 
years are expected to deliver 12.8 mil-
lion square feet of premier office space 
interior and exterior reformation includ-
ing the addition of new conference 
rooms, flexible and private workspaces, 
high-end spa and fitness facilities as 
well as building-based amenities such 
as cafés and programmed outdoor 
spaces. Downtown tenants are focusing 
on employee health and wellness with 
upgraded HVAC systems and interiors 
that light and bright. 

Downtown’s skyline features architec-
turally distinctive buildings that showcase 
the works of world-renowned archi-
tects such as I.M. Pei and Philip Johnson. 
Recognizable landmarks include the 
Italian renaissance-style Neils and Mellie 
Esperson Buildings and the JP Morgan 

QUICK FACTS 

168,618 
Total Employment (2019)

139,953 (83%) 
Private Sector Jobs

28,665 (17%)
Public Sector Jobs

51.4 million
Total Office Space (SF) 

34.5 million
Class A Office Inventory (SF)

79.3%
Class A Occupancy

$39.79/PSF/YR
Average Class A Lease Rate

21% 
of Total Houston Office Space

26% 
of Houston Class A Office Space

20
Fortune 500 Companies (Total)

10 
Fortune 500 Companies 
(Headquarters)

DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

Post Hou



Chase building, the tallest building in 
Texas and the world’s tallest pentago-
nal building. At the beginning of 2010, 
Downtown contained 31.3 million square 
feet of Class A office space throughout 
34 buildings; fast forward to the to 2020 
and Downtown counts 40 total Class A 
buildings and an inventory increase to 
nearly 35.5 million square feet. The larg-
est office project underway includes 
the 47-story, 1.1 million SF Texas Tower 
being developed by Houston-based 
Hines, slated to deliver in late 2021 or 
early 2022. Another office project is 
Lovett Commercial’s redevelopment to 
transform the former post office at 401 
Franklin, renamed Post Houston, into a 
550,000 square foot multiuse develop-
ment, including creative office space, 
which broke ground in mid-2019 and 
scheduled to deliver during 2021. 

From traditional office floors and flex-
ible private offices to creative office and 
coworking spaces, the Downtown office 
market features a variety of options to 
suit different corporate cultures and 
tenant needs. Downtown remains a top 
competitor in the regional office market, 
constantly evolving with demographic 
and workforce trends, including the 
growing Downtown Innovation Hub.

Downtown’s Innovation Hub anchors 
the City’s Innovation Corridor which 
runs along Main Street into Midtown, the 
Museum District and past Hermann Park 
to Rice University and the Texas Medical 
Center. This four-mile corridor—a hub 
for collaboration—is an extraordinarily 
powerful social and economic conver-
gence linked by light rail, bike lanes 
and sidewalks offering easy access 
to key industry and institutions along 
with an unparalleled array of amenities. 
Downtown’s innovation hub boasts the 

largest (and increasingly expanding) 
network of technology incubators and 
accelerators and coworking and col-
laborative spaces in the region, which 
support its thriving entrepreneurial 
and startup community throughout 25 
locations and totals more than approx-
imately 510,000 square feet and 
includes the new Downtown Launchpad. 
Located in Amegy on Main, the 17,000 
square foot Downtown Launchpad will 
be anchored by nationally recognized 
startup accelerators MassChallenge, 
gener8tor and globally recognized incu-
bator Impact Hub and serves as a place 
for idea incubation,  entrepreneur boot 
camps, community events, workforce 
development, innovation labs, creatives, 
coworking and corporate innovation. 

Consequently, Downtown has the 
largest concentration of workers in the 
Houston region, attracting top talent 
from around the U.S. and the globe. 
More than a third of the Downtown work-
force has at least a bachelor’s degree 
or higher, compared to 26 percent in 
Houston, and the U.S. average of 31 per-
cent. As such, approximately 76 percent 
of the Downtown workforce earn more 
than $3,333 per month, compared to the 
Houston and U.S. averages of 54 percent 
and 44 percent, respectively.

Business executives, young profes-
sionals and their clients are only walking 
distance—Downtown’s walking score 
is 92/100 making it the highest for 
Houston area office submarkets—and 
adjacent to an array of business sup-
port services including more than 8,200 
hotel rooms, more than 400 resturants, 
6,200 multifamily units and 1.9 million 
square feet of convention space, which 
make Houston’s urban core a top choice 
for businesses and their employees.

MAJOR PRIVATE 
SECTOR EMPLOYERS 
IN DOWNTOWN

Accenture
Amegy Bank
Baker Botts
Bank of America
Calpine Corporation
CenterPoint Energy Inc.
Cheniere Energy
Chevron Corporation
Deloitte LLP
Doubletree by Hilton
Energy Transfer Partners LP
Enterprise Products Partners
EOG Resources Inc.
EP Energy
Ernst & Young LLP
Hess Corporation
Hilton Americas-Houston
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
KBR, Inc.
Kinder Morgan Inc.
KPMG LLP
Landry’s Inc.
LyondellBasell Industries
Norton Rose Fulbright
NRG Energy Inc.
Plains All American Pipeline LP
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Pros Holdings Inc
Shell Energy Trading
St. Joseph Medical Center
Targa Resources
TC Energy
United Airlines
Vinson & Elkins
Waste Management, Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank NA

OFFICE MARKET & EMPLOYMENT

Downtown Launchpad
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168,618
Total Wage & Salary Jobs
Downtown has the largest concentration  
of employees in the Houston region.

76%
Workforce Earning > $3,333/month
Approximately 76% of the Downtown workforce 
earn more than $3,333 per month, compared  
to the Houston and U.S. averages of 54% and 
44% respectively.

83%
Percent Private Sector Jobs
The private sector employs over 80% of the 
Downtown workforce. Downtown is also  
a major government center, providing over  
28,000 public sector jobs.

68%
Workforce with some  
College or higher
Downtown’s workforce is comprised of 68% 
having completed some college, or have  
a bachelor’s degree or higher, compared to 
57% in Houston and the U.S. average of 60%.

38%
Workforce with Bachelor’s  
or advanced degree
More than a third of the Downtown workforce  
has at least a Bachelor’s degree or higher, 
compared to 26% in Houston, and the U.S.  
average of 31 percent.

Employment Downtown Core

OFFICE MARKET & EMPLOYMENT
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WORKFORCE BY AGE WORKFORCE BY INDUSTRY

WORKFORCE BY EARNINGS WORKFORCE BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Bachelor’s degree or advanced degree

Some college or Associate degree

High school or less

$1,250 per month or less

$1,251 to $3,333 per month

More than $3,333 per month

17.3%

6.6%

Age 29 or younger

Age 30 to 54

Age 55 or older

63.2%

15.7%

OFFICE MARKET & EMPLOYMENT

21.1%

76.1%

Mining, Quarrying, Oil & Gas

Professional & Business Services

Trade, Transportation

Public Administration

Construction

Utilities

Manufacturing

Financial Services

Education & Health Services

Leisure and Hospitality

Information

Other Services (excl. Public Admin.)

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing

27.9%

38%

28%

34%

21.8%

11.5%

8.9%

6.2%

5.4%

3.2%

4.1%

3.7%

4.1%

2.3%

1.1%

0%

Employment Downtown Core
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Novel Coworking Coworking Scanlan Building (405 Main) 85,000

WeWork including:

 Flatiron School

 Veterans in Residence (VIR) 
     /WeWork Bunker Labs

 WeWork Labs

Coworking

Coding School

Coworking/Incubator

Incubator

708 Main 78,063

Spaces (Regus) -  
Opening late 2020

Coworking GreenStreet (1201 Main) 63,429

WeWork Coworking 609 Main at Texas 56,000

Life Time Work - Opens 2020 Coworking GreenStreet (1201 Fannin) 37,681

Accenture Innovation Hub Innovation Space 1301 Fannin 37,487

Hines2 (Hines Squared),  
The Square

Coworking 717 Texas 27,795

Bond Collective -  
Opens Late 2019 or Early 2020

Coworking
Pennzoil Place – South Tower  
(711 Louisiana)

25,871

Station Houston, powered by 
Capital Factory:

 BBL Labs (BBL Ventures)

 Founder Institute

 Ion Smart Cities Accelerator 
(Microsoft, Intel)

Coworking

Accelerator

Accelerator

Accelerator

1301 Fannin 25,412

The Cannon Tower
Coworking (+ event 
space on 11th floor)

Amegy on Main 
(1801 Main, 13th Floor)

17,000

Downtown Launchpad

 MassChallenge Texas

 Gener8tor

 Impact Hub

Innovation Space

Accelerator Amegy on Main 
(1801 Main, 10th Floor)

17,000

Regus Executive Suites
Pennzoil Place – North Tower  
(700 Milam)

15,200

Novel Coworking Coworking 720 Rusk 15,000

Servcorp Executive Suites TC Energy Center (700 Louisiana) 7,065

Regus Executive Suites 1001 Texas 4,600

TYPEPROPERTY NAME ADDRESS SQUARE FEET

OFFICE MARKET & EMPLOYMENT

Downtown Innovation Spaces  
Co-Working, Accelerators, Incubators

Sources: Central Houston, Inc. (CHI)
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Downtown is Houston’s premier entertainment 
and hospitality district. Over 10 million people 
visit annually, for conventions, meetings, baseball 
and basketball games, theater, concerts and 
Houston’s massive civic events.

Adding in the growing popularity of 
staycations where more than 66 percent 
of respondents to an August 2020 survey 
by HoustonFirst said they are likely to 
consider one and it makes for an excel-
lent combination as visitors safely return 
following the March 2020 stay home/
stay safe response. Houston’s urban 
core remains among the premier loca-
tions for national and global sports and 
related events. Home to the recently 
renovated 1.9 million square foot George 
R. Brown Convention Center (GRBCC), 
one of the 10 largest convention centers 
in the U.S., that draws over half a million 
attendees annually and as events slowly 
resume in October 2020, more than 
171,000 attendees are expected for 
meetings, trade shows and other events 
for more than two dozen scheduled 

by mid-2021. Houston First who oper-
ates GRBCC launched Avenida Houston 
Virtual where event planners can hold 
virtual, in-person or hybrid meetings as 
a permanent broadcast facility capable 
of hosting a wide range of events, while 
still adhering to social distancing man-
dates. According to HoustonFirst, the 
5,250-square-foot studio is capable of 
prerecording panel discussions between 
presenters and presenting events online. 
Alternatively, Avenida Houston Virtual 
has the capability to host live broadcasts 
for anchors and can be used to connect 
in-studio presenters with remote speak-
ers, in a hybrid-style format.

Likewise, the three major sports and 
entertainment venues draw millions of 
major league sports fans and local and 
international visitors for concerts and 

QUICK FACTS 

10 million
Downtown Visitors

23 million 
Visitors to Houston

700,000 
George R. Brown Convention
Center Attendees

$375 million
Economic Impact of 
Convention Center

$560
Average Attendee Expenditure

27
Hotels

8,228 
Hotel Rooms

13,000 
Theater District seats

150,000 
Major Sports/Concert Venue seats

9
Major Performing Arts Organizations

59.7 million
Houston Airports Passenger Traffic

Hospitality, Tourism,  
Culture & Entertainment

DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

Alley Theatre
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touring shows. Toyota Center, home to 
the NBA’s Houston Rockets, seats up to 
18,000; Minute Maid Park, where the 
Astros brought home their first World 
Series Championship in 2017, has a 
seating capacity of more than 40,000 
and the BBVA Compass Stadium, home 
to MLS’s Houston Dynamo and Houston 
Dash and Texas Southern University 
Tigers football team, seats 22,000 
sports fans. 

Downtown’s hospitality sector had 
one of its most active hotel and hos-
pitality construction cycles  during 
2019 by adding 775 newly built and 
renovated rooms coming in behind 
2016’s record of close to 1,700 addi-
tions which was marked by the delivery 
of the 1,000-room Marriott Marquis. 
Houston’s urban core is the largest 
hotel submarket throughout the region 
with more than 8,200 rooms through-
out 27 properties and will expand even 
further during 2020 with the comple-
tion Hyatt Place Houston/Downtown 
with 150 rooms opening in the his-
toric 1950s Southwestern Bell building 
during late-2020. Moreover, the quality 
of the Downtown hospitality sector is 
also among Houston’s highest with 
properties flying flags from all the 
most well-known global premier hotel 
brands including Marriott, Hilton, the 
Four Seasons, Choice Hotels and Hyatt 
Hotels to name only a few. Houston’s 
newest hotel arrival occurred in August 
2019 with the opening of The Cambria 
Hotel Houston Downtown Convention 
Center, containing 226 rooms, shortly 
afterwards receiving AAA’s Four 
Diamond designation, ranking it among 
only 6.3 percent of all U.S. hotels to 
receive the distinction. 

Downtown now has more than 
5,200 AAA Four Diamond Hotel rooms 
throughout 11 properties, comprising 
64 percent of all the Downtown hotel 
inventory. Downtown’s 354-room C. 
Baldwin Hotel officially debuted in 
October 2019 under Hilton’s Curio 
Collection, a franchise based on its his-
toric hotel-theme to a grand opening 

gathering of nearly 2,000 guests.  The C. 
Baldwin honors Charlotte Baldwin Allen, 
wife of Augustus Chapman Allen who 
co-founded Houston with his brother 
John Kirby Allen in 1836. Located at 
Allen Center, the new personification 
showcases interiors by two high-profile 
design firms with women at the helm. 
C. Baldwin was designed by Lauren 
Rottet’s distinguished Rottet Studio. 
Kate Rohrer of Philadelphia-based 
interior design studio ROHE Creative 
brought her renowned style to the 
hotel’s hospitality spaces. C. Baldwin 
features an expansive lobby bar with a 
chandelier that serves as a focal point 
of the hotel’s lobby. Also arriving on 
the scene during 2019, the AC Hotel 
by Marriott, with its 195 rooms, opened 
in July and is the first AC-branded 
property in Houston and the second 
in Texas. The European-themed hotel 
most recently served as the Houston 
Bar Center in a building that was first 
developed in 1914 as the headquar-
ters of Gulf Oil and many elements of 
it were chosen to keep its status as a 
historic building, from the facade to 
the doors leading to the guest rooms 
and features a 3,650-square-foot Zoe 
Ballroom, formerly the site of a silent 
movie theater.

The urban heart of Houston caters to 
both short and extended stay visitors. 
According to STR|Costar Group, more 
than 1.8 million hotel nights were booked 
during 2019, up 28 percent since 2014. 
With a long history of robust conven-
tion activity and Downtown’s increasing 
attraction as the location of choice 
for major sporting events and cultural 
attractions contributing to the significant 
increase in Houston’s domestic and inter-
national airport passenger traffic through 
the Houston Airport System (HAS), 
helped Houston’s position as a grow-
ing destination in the U.S. for overseas 
travelers. A new HAS record was seen 
during 2019 with more than 59.7 million 
passengers traveling through Houston’s 
domestic and international airports, up 
nearly 2.0 million over 2018. 

HOSPITALITY, TOURISM, CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

DOWNTOWN HOTELS

Athens Hotel & Suites, 1920, 22 

The Sam Houston, Curio Collection 
by Hilton, 1924, 100

Lancaster Hotel Houston, 1926, 93

Hyatt Regency Houston*, 1972, 955

Four Seasons Hotel Houston*,  
1982, 404

The Whitehall Hotel, 2001, 259

Holiday Inn Express &  
Suites Houston-Downtown  
Convention Ctr, 2001, 112

The Magnolia Hotel Houston*,  
2003, 314

Courtyard Houston Downtown/
Convention Center, 2003, 191

Residence Inn Houston Downtown/
Convention Center, 2003, 171

Hilton Americas Houston*,  
2003, 1200

Westin Houston Downtown*,  
2004, 200

Hotel ICON - Autograph  
Collection*, 2004, 135

Club Quarters, 2005, 382

Embassy Suites by Hilton  
Houston Downtown, 2011, 262

JW Marriott Downtown Houston*, 
2014, 328

SpringHill Suites Houston  
Downtown/Convention Center, 
2015, 167

Hampton Inn Houston Downtown, 
2016, 173

Homewood Suites by Hilton  
Houston Downtown, 2016, 127

Holiday Inn Downtown Houston, 
2016, 212

Aloft Hotel Downtown, 2016, 168

Marriott Marquis Houston*,  
2016, 1000

Le Méridien Houston Downtown*, 
2017, 255

Hotel Alessandra*, 2017, 223

C. Baldwin, 2019, 354

AC Hotel Houston Downtown,  
2019, 195

Cambria Hotel Houston Downtown 
Convention Center*, 2019, 226

hotel name, open date, rooms
*AAA Four Diamond
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Showcasing the second largest con-
centrated performing arts district in 
the U.S., Downtown’s Theater District 
is home to nine award-winning and 
internationally acclaimed perform-
ing arts organizations and several 
smaller ones, and over 13,000 seats. 
Audiences enjoy performances in the-
ater, opera, ballet and symphony at 
the four major performing arts venues— 
Jones Hall, Wortham Theater Center, 
Alley Theatre and the Hobby Center 
for the Performing Arts. Visitors and 
residents alike can enjoy productions 
performed in smaller venues such as 
Rec Room and Art Factory; and now 
they can also enjoy student work  from 
the internationally renowned Kinder 
High School for the Performing and 
Visual Arts (HSPVA), at its recently 
built campus located in the heart of 
Downtown. Due to the tremendous 
growth of Downtown over the past 20 
years, thriving adjacent neighborhoods 
have developed and are within walk-
ing distance or an easy ride away on 
METRORail from Downtown. 

The Museum District is home to 19 
museums plus Hermann Park and the 
Houston Zoo; EaDo, a quirky neigh-
borhood with its nickname penned 
for being east of Downtown, that fea-
tures a diverse mix of restaurants, bars, 

breweries and the famously acclaimed 
Tex-Mex historic destination, Ninfa’s on 
Navigation. Also close to Downtown 
is the delicious mix of dining along 
Washington Avenue and the Heights, 
a charming and leafy neighborhood 
comprised of clapboard bungalows 
built during the early-19th century and 
Midtown, south of Downtown, quickly 
rising as a contemporary urban com-
mercial and residential neighborhood 
with new multifamily properties and 
street level retail and restaurants, 
including Whole Foods. 

Spend a day touring Houston’s out-
door history museum at Sam Houston 
Park or Saint Arnold Brewing Company 
(Texas’ oldest craft brewery); watch a 
performance in the Theater District; 
visit the Downtown Aquarium with the 
kids; enjoy a meal and a concert at 
Bayou Place, take an art walk begin-
ning at Main Street Square and end at 
the best colorful Instagrammable spots 
including Houston’s largest mural—‘Sky 
Dance,’ the iconic ‘Houston Is Inspired’ 
mural next to Market Square Park and 

“Synchronicity of Color ‘Art Boxes’” at 
Discovery Green; or bask in the sun 
while picnicking and people-watch-
ing at one of Downtown’s many parks; 
there is certainly no shortage of things 
to do or attractions to see around 

HOSPITALITY, TOURISM, CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

The renovated George 
R. Brown Center, the 
new restaurant row and 
pedestrian promenade 
on Avenida Houston, the 
Marriott Marquis with the 
only lazy-river rooftop 
pool in the in the shape 
of the Lone Star State, 
all adjacent to Discovery 
Green, have put 
Downtown at the center 
of the map as a major 
tourist and convention 
destination.

Houston Astros
Marriott Marquis Houston
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Restaurants & Retail

Featuring award-winning restaurants and 
including prestigious James Beard chefs, 
Downtown offers some of the best dining 
in the city.

Downtown’s retail sector recently 
had one of its more vibrant years during 
2019 marked by openings, celebratory 
national headlines and dozens of new 
choices for visitors, residents and area 
workers. From fast-casual concepts to 
food halls, chef acclaimed and haute cui-
sine to coffee or cocktails, Downtown’s 
retail market has recently been domi-
nated by dozens of new restaurants and 
food and beverage scenes: 27 new retail 
and restaurant venues opened for busi-
ness during 2019 covering the gamut 
of all types and tastes. And all within a 
short walk—indeed Downtown features 
several innovative walking tours high-
lighting Downtown Houston’s unique 
offerings and a dose of history while 
including varieties of craft cocktails.  

A number of groundbreaking food 
halls opened for business during 2019, 
including Bravery Chef Hall located on 

the ground level of the 32-story Aris 
Market Square, which was preceded 
by Understory operating as an experi-
enced-focused food hall and community 
gathering space at the base of the Bank 
of America Tower. Two highly awaited 
openings during 2019 included the 
debut of Rosalie Italian Soul, chef Chris 
Cosentino’s chic, American-Italian restau-
rant inside Downtown’s C. Baldwin Hotel, 
and chef Troy Guard’s Guard and Grace, 
the expansive 15,000 square foot steak-
house in Allen Center designed by BOSS.
architecture replete with 4,600 copper 
rods, 30-foot floor-to-ceiling windows, 
a modern color palette of navy, black 
and dark wood. Just around the corner 
in Allen Center, the three-building 3.2 
million square foot office and retail com-
plex undergoing a massive $48.5 million 
renovation, will feature several new 
restaurants and retail outlets. 

6.5 mile
Tunnel System Connects Over
65 Buildings

400+
Restaurants, Coffee Shops
and Bars*

*HDMD Estimate

DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

Phoenicia
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Downtown’s retail sector will see 
even more new types of dynamic 
development beyond 2020. In October 
2019, New York-based Skanska USA 
Commercial Development acquired 
approximately 3.5 acres throughout four 
parcels of land, including one full city 
block, near Minute Maid Park and the 
Four Seasons Hotel in Downtown with 
plans to develop a combination of office, 
multifamily and retail with the new 
mixed-use project adding approximately 
1.3 million square feet of construction 
to Downtown’s sustainable, high-qual-
ity urban core in the area described by 
company officials as ‘the city’s front yard 
at Discovery Green.’ 

Whether grabbing a quick bite or 
dining formally with business associates, 
Downtown’s variety of cuisine choices 
suit individual tastes, schedules and 
lifestyles. Visitors, residents and employ-
ees enjoy outdoor seating available 
in over 20 percent of restaurants and 
cafes and many convenience and fast 
casual restaurants and shops are also 
located in Downtown’s 6.5-mile tunnel 
system that connects over 65 buildings. 
Phoenicia Specialty Foods Grocery Store, 
a 35,000 square foot gourmet food 
market in the heart of Downtown, fea-
tures over 10,000 products from more 
than 50 countries, in addition to offering 
prepared foods, catering and delivery 
services to Downtown residents and vis-
itors with hundreds of other retailers and 
service providers within walking distance. 
The Downtown Pappas Bros. Steakhouse 
received recognition for its outstanding 
wine program in 2019—one of only eight 
nationwide to obtain Wine Spectator’s 
Grand Award designation for the first 
time. 

In addition, Avenida Houston, housed 
in and around the 1.9 million square foot 
George R. Brown Convention Center, is 
the newest place to sip, stroll and savor in 
Downtown Houston. The name “Avenida” 
comes from Avenida de las Americas 
(ADLA), the boulevard that fronts the 
George R. Brown Convention Center 
and includes the GRBCC, Discovery 
Green, Hilton Americas-Houston and the 

new Marriott Marquis. Along ADLA five 
restaurants have been built to provide 
new dining options to Houstonians, con-
vention-goers and other visitors. With 
events, festivals and other programs 
taking place along the Avenida Plaza, in 
Discovery Green and within the hotels 
and convention center, there is always 
something going on.

Another favorite destination for 
Downtowners and visitors alike, Historic 
Market Square is located on the north-
ern portion of Downtown where historic 
building facades line the streets steps 
away from a high concentration of res-
idential buildings. At the heart of the 
neighborhood is the award-winning 
Market Square Park, a small but dynamic 
green space that supports the resi-
dential and business community. Local 
up-and-coming and esteemed chefs 
and entrepreneurs have chosen Historic 
Market Square to open their unique 
and incredibly popular concepts with 
small live music venues, boutique hotels 
and patio dining rounding out this  
charming district.

Historic building facades 
line the streets, and with 
a high concentration 
of residential buildings, 
Historic Market Square 
feels like a green and 
leafy neighborhood 
lined by architecturally 
stunning skyscrapers.

RESTAURANTS & RETAIL

Market Square Park 10th Birthday
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Transit

Approximately 84,165 
passengers transit 
through Downtown on 
a daily basis.

A network of integrated multi-modal 
transit systems provides convenient 
travel options for thousands of employ-
ees and visitors commuting in and out 
of Downtown daily. A major transit hub 
for METRO local bus, park & ride and 
light rail, over 84,000 transit passengers 
travel through Downtown on a daily basis. 
Downtown is strongly committed to 
environmental sustainability. ‘Green’ trans-
portation options, including Houston’s 
BCycle bike share program which opened 
four new stations on the University of 
Houston-Downtown during 2019 near 
the walking and cycling trails where 
Buffalo Bayou meets White Oak Bayou, 
will help the university meet its environ-
mental goals with fewer cars on the road 
and reduced auto emissions. Downtown 
riders can use the stations 24-hours a day, 
seven days a week.

During 2019, voters approved 
METRO’s $3.5 billion bond referendum, 
titled METRONext Moving Forward Plan, 
largely based on community feedback 
gathered over three years which includes 
500 miles of travel improvements. The 

referendum’s approval signals the begin-
ning of a process to develop the plan’s 
projects. Those include 290 miles of route 
enhancements, signature bus service plus 
accessibility and usability improvements 
for the disabled and seniors and other 
projects such as, 75 miles of METRORapid 
bus service, 21 new or improved Park & 
Ride transit centers. Another new park and 
ride program to Downtown was launched 
during 2019 from Pearland that includes 
nine stops throughout Downtown. 

According to a 2018 commute survey, 
approximately 31 percent of Downtown 
employees use public transit and another 
13 percent use an alternative mode to get 
to work, compared to only 2.2 percent 
public transit users in the Houston region.

Getting around Downtown has never 
been easier and safer. Rent a bicycle for 
an hour or a day from Houston BCycle to 
explore Downtown, ride along the Bayou, 
or run errands. Walk around Downtown 
on the wide, beautifully paved and land-
scaped sidewalks, using wayfinding signs 
for easy navigation.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community 
Survey (ACS); HAR.com; Greater Houston Convention and 
Visitors Bureau; Houston Airport System; CoStar Group; JLL; 
Berkadia; STR|CoStar Group; Zillow; MadisonMarquette; Realty 
News report; Houston Chronicle; Houston Business Journal; 
GlobeSt.com; BisNow Houston; Houston Innovation Map; 
Houston Eater; Houston Press; Houstonia Magazine; Houston 
Downtown Management District (HDMD); Central Houston, 
Inc. (CHI); Downtown Redevelopment Authority

DOWNTOWN AT A GLANCE

Main Street Square Metro Rail Stop
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Angie Bertinot
Director of Marketing
angie@downtowndistrict.org

Robert Pieroni
Director of Economic Development
713–650–1470
rpieroni@centralhouston.org

Robert Kramp
Business Research
rkramp@centralhouston.org

Downtown Development Map and Building Renderings – July 2020

Downtown Buildings & Tunnels –  June 2020

Downtown Destinations –  June 2020

Downtown Development Project List & Building Details – March 2020

Downtown Residential List – September 2020 

Downtown Residential Map – March 2020

Downtown Hotel List – September 2020

Downtown Hotel Map – October 2019

Downtown Parking Map

Downtown Bird’s-Eye View – June 2018

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The List!

downtowndistrict.org

INFORMATION & RESOURCES

Please contact Central Houston or Downtown District with any questions you may have:

centralhouston.org

Kim Scates
Membership Relations 
kscates@centralhouston.org

https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/03/70/0370c217-7c29-406b-91a6-f3c238b37cce/200629_development_map__renders__11x17_reduced.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/e8/35/e8356b22-bcef-414a-baac-a502c26f0bee/ab-map-final_building_and_tunnels-compressed.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/ab/90/ab90777d-8ea2-4320-8d09-bf1197cebb1c/ab-map-final_destinations-compressed.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/07/73/07731305-bdbd-440e-83d4-52e46e821fb5/downtown_development_project_list_march_2020.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/fc/41/fc411ad8-f6b8-440a-b386-b0add4f47a80/downtown_houston_residences_september_2020.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/42/f8/42f8f1e0-97ca-480f-8a95-cd85e6e7c6f7/200303_multifamily_residential_map.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/02/bf/02bf1317-e2ed-4232-8508-5006061cd150/downtown_houston_hotels_september_2020.pdf
https://www.centralhouston.org/media/filer_public/68/44/684470c4-10b7-4a1d-bb06-cfb38abf8789/191022_hotel_developments_map.pdf
https://www.downtownhouston.org/parking/
http://www.downtowndistrict.org/static/media/uploads/attachments/180529_downtown_development_poster.pdf
www.downtownhouston.org/newsletters/

